The Importance of Preserving Views
The preservation of views is often perceived as an issue specific to abutters, part of the “not in my backyard” position.  However the views on South East Street have actually been recognized as valuable to the Town of Amherst as well.  In researching Open Space Plans at Town Hall, I found one booklet entitled Town of Amherst Open Space and Recreation Plan (dated 1995).  That booklet contained information about views around Amherst that were important for preservation, such as the view east to the Fort River / Hop Brook confluence.   This confluence is right next to Mr. Nielsen’s parcel of land.   
This information however is 10 years old and there has been a significant amount of building on South East Street during that 10 years, resulting in much less open space now.  This makes the remaining vistas all the more valuable, as numerous Amherst residents have testified to at prior ZBA hearings.  Thousands travel South East Street and the Rail Trail regularly, making these vistas well worth preserving as a resource for the Town.   

Scenic views are even appraised on occasion, as was done by South East Street neighbor Janet McGowan, prior to purchasing her house.  Her rear view of the field adjacent to Mr. Nielsen’s lot and distant mountains was appraised at $20,000 a couple year ago.  Surely the same view shared by so many town residents and Rail Trail users would be worth significantly more than that to the Town.


Part of the purpose of PURD developments is to preserve views and have developments be in harmony with their surroundings.  There are actually eight parts of the PURD and zoning regulations that mention these considerations either directly or indirectly.

1) Statement of Purpose:

Part of the purpose statement for PURDs states that “[t]he requirements of this district are intended to encourage design of creative development, protection of the natural resources, and compatibility with surrounding areas.”

2) 4.41 Purpose:

“….The major purpose of this By-Law as stated in Article 1, is to provide for a mixture of housing types at certain locations and in certain districts in the Town at a greater density than would normally be allowed in each district without detracting from the livability and aesthetic qualities of the environment.”  

3) 4.413:

“Land use harmonious with the natural features.”

4) Section 10.3  Special Permits

10.30   Purpose: …..”The Special Permit review process is intended to insure a harmonious relationship between proposed development and its surroundings, and insure that proposals are consistent with the purpose and intent of this Bylaw.

5) 10.382

“The proposal would not constitute a nuisance due to air and water
pollution, flood, noise, odor, dust, vibration, lights, or visually offensive structures or site features.”  (Note:  Various abutters would consider the density of this development, which almost completely eliminates their scenic views, as visually offensive.)
6) 10.385

“The proposal reasonably protects the adjoining premises against detrimental or offensive uses on the site, including air and water pollution, flood, noise, odor, dust, vibration, lights or visually offensive structures or site features.”
7)
10.391

“The proposal protects, to the extent feasible, unique or important natural, historic or scenic features.”
8) 10.394

“The proposal avoids, to the extent feasible, impact on steep slopes, floodplains, scenic views, grade changes, and wetlands.”


The applicant’s proposed high density development would replace scenic views of abutters, motorists, and Rail Trail users with wall to wall two-car garages and enormous condominiums.   While this type of development might be appropriate in a village center, it is out of harmony with the pastoral character enjoyed by so many residents and nonresidents alike in South Amherst.

