TRAFFIC CONCERNS


One significant concern in relation to the proposed Strawberry Fields development is the impact of increased traffic on an already busy, accident prone and dangerous section of Southeast Street.

Police Statistics:


A formal traffic report was prepared in 1989 in response to a proposal to develop a housing complex at Hop Brook Farm. In addition to calculating the likely rates of usage (called trips per dwellings) based on data used by the Institute of Traffic Engineers, this report also researched traffic accidents reported to the Amherst Police Department over a 42 month period prior to the submission of the development plan. 


The report used accident data submitted from the Amherst Police Department from January 1986 to June 1989 from the intersection of Stanley and Southeast St to Starvros. This data showed 12 accidents in 42 months or approximately .28 accidents per month.


We analyzed Amherst Police Department accident records over the past 42 months, using accidents logged by the police department covering the same length of Southeast Street as the 1989 report. This data shows 38 accidents in a 42-month period or .9 accidents per month. Based only on these reports, accidents along this stretch of Southeast St have tripled. The data also shows that of the total number of accidents between April 2002 and November 2005, almost 40% occur at the intersection of Mill Lane and at the railroad underpass. Notes taken from a police report offer a description of the danger at that intersection. “V1 was traveling south on Southeast St.  towing a trailer….V1 traveled just past the underpass, approaching Mill Lane. V2 pulled out of Mill Lane just in front of V1’s path trying to turn left. V1 struck the rear driver’s side quarter panel of V2.” (Police Report, 10/10/2003). 

Abutter Concerns


The police reports and formal traffic studies provide a statistical picture. Reports from homeowners along this stretch of Southeast Street tell of cars in ditches, speeding vehicles, increasing fears for children and pets, unreported accidents with vehicles and unreported property damage as a result of errant vehicles. The intersection of Mill Lane and Southeast Street is dangerous. It is difficult to see oncoming traffic without moving into the southbound lane. (as described in the above accident report). The underpass also poses dangers to vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. The hill at Starvros also poses traffic dangers. Often drivers lose control due to excessive speed, poor visibility, poor road conditions or trying to avoid a pedestrian or cyclists since there are no sidewalks and in the winter often no shoulder. 


The preponderance of single-family homes on the West side of Southeast Street have driveways without a turn around. Cars typically back down the driveway and enter oncoming traffic in reverse. Currently, cars will often swerve into the northbound lane when noticing a vehicle pulling out from a driveway. Vehicles exiting the planned development when turning right will enter that northbound lane. An already dangerous situation will become more so.


The proposed Strawberry Fields development will, if approved, be marked to an adult market, those 55 and older. While we assume there are no prohibitions against younger buyers, the concept of this development is one that is designed to appeal to adults, without children at home who want spaciousness and amenities, without the worries of home upkeep. There is no public transportation along this section of Southeast Street. The closest PVTA bus stops are approximately one mile to the North or South of the planned development. The plan calls for each unit to have a two-car garage, plus additional parking spaces. We assume, therefore, that the adults who choose to purchase in this proposed development would be driving. 


An article published in the New York Times (December 6, 2005) addresses some of the concerns about older drivers. Older, in the context of driving, is identified in some states as beginning at age 61. Colorado, for example, requires drivers to renew more frequently at age 61. The article states “Compared with middle-age drivers, older drivers are about three times more likely to be involved in a crash per mile driven.” Increasing physical and mental limits, the complexity of newer vehicles requiring more attention and dexterity, deteriorating vision, reduced muscle strength and flexibility, and slower reactions are among the factors sighted that impact driving ability. A recent study by MIT in conjunction with The Hartford found that older drivers are more likely to obey traffic signs and signals and drive conscientiously. Accidents, the study found, happen because of physical and mental limitations rather than traffic violations. A complex planned where the preponderance of residents are at least 55 years old (and then age), increases our concerns about the traffic hazards posed.

Traffic Study


The traffic study report included in the proposal submitted by Levi-Nielson speaks primarily to the number of trips that will likely be generated by the residents of the proposed development.  The conclusion of this report is that the twenty-four condominium units will likely generate 190 trips daily


Again, 1989 traffic study states that “dwelling units that were larger, more expensive and farther away from a downtown tended to have higher trip generation rates than those smaller in size, less expensive or closer to a central business district.” 

The material submitted does not indicate what guidelines were used to establish the trip generation figure. It also does not indicate what additional traffic (delivery trucks; repair; household support, etc) can be anticipated in a high density, high priced development.


Several letters submitted in this package speak directly to traffic concerns. (See Lance Davis; JoAnne Jones; Harvey Allen). In preparing this report, abutters and neighbors who use Southeast St daily were consulted.  “This part of Southeast Street terrifies me”. “I’m afraid even to check my mail, cars come so fast now.” “It is hard even to go the speed limit. I was just driving, looking for a house number and a car came right behind me and then passed me, going up the hill, across the double-yellow line.”

While not statistical, these comments and others capture the fears and concerns of residents along Southeast Street.

